CHAPTER    XLI
THE EVE OF WAR
A BRIEF statement of the moods of the principal countries
and their statesmen may serve at this point to sum up what has
gone before.
In Germany the Kaiser was genuinely moved at the tragic fate of
the friend whose guest he had been a few days earlier, and deeply
incensed at the outrage perpetrated on a Royal and Imperial House
in his person. Already committed to support Austria-Hungary in
whatever steps she might take to deal with Serbia, he now and for
the next three weeks gave full rein to his sense of outrage and horror.
The result is seen in the unrestrained comments and incitements of
the Kautsky documents.1 Behind the Kaiser was a Chancellor of
good intentions and weak will who acted on instructions without
perceiving their consequences, and was powerless against the military
chiefs who were of opinion that the moment was favourable for the
trial of strength, which they believed to be inevitable, between Triple
and Dual Alliance, and that in view of the growing power of Russia,
the chances of the former must decline if it were postponed.
In Austria the aged Emperor was losing hold of life and weakening
at last in his long and stolid resistance to all schemes for forcing the
issue in his lifetime. He was little moved by the fate of his nephew
who had thwarted his will and broken the discipline of his House
by a morganatic marriage, but accepted the event as taking the issue
of war and peace out of his hands. Behind him were Berchtold and
1 Translated into English under the tide.of " The Guilt of William of
Hohenzollern."